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Amendments to the Claims 

1 Claim 1 (cunently amended): A method of improving installation of software packages, 

2 comprising steps of: 

3 sSBSyMag * s tatus-to-weigh * Tnapp^p that assigns assigning a weight to each of one or 

4 more sel ected values corresponding to statu^o f one or m or e each of a plurality_of installation 

5 parameters associated with a software product installation; 

6 determining a plurality of potential target systems on which the software product 

7 installation might be performed; 

8 consulting a parametet^to-routinc mapping that identifies identifying a routine to analyze 

9 each of the installation parameters at the potent ial target systems; 

I o programmatjcally interrogating each of the potential target systems for its status of each 

I I of the installation parameters, using the routine identified routines for each of the installation 

12 parameters : and 

13 computing a suitability assess m e nt fo r each o f th e potential target systems fry gUTOffiinft 

14 for each of the potential target systems, [[using]] the weight assigned weight*, in combination 

1 5 with t he sel e ct e d vahics and to a value corresponding to the status of each of the installation 

1 6 parameters[[J] to compute a Mutability asAiaAiuuil fui cadi uf t he potential itugct sys t ems . 

1 Claim 2 (original): The method according to Claim 1, wherein the programmatically 

2 interrogating step further comprises the step of invoking the identified routines at each of the 

3 potential target systems. 
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Claim 3 (canceled) 

1 Claim 4 (original): The method according to Claim 1 , further comprising the step of ranking the 

2 potential target systems according to their suitability assessments. 

1 Claim 5 (original): The method according to Claim 4, further comprising the step of providing 

2 the ranking to a software installer. • 

1 Claim 6 (original); The method according to Claim 5, wherein the software installer is a person 

2 and wherein the providing step comprises the step of displaying the ranking on a graphical user 

3 interface. 

1 Claim 7 (original): The method according to Claim 5, wherein the software installer is a 

2 programmatic process and wherein the providing step further comprises the step of supplying the 

3 ranking to the programmatic process in a machine-readable form. 

1 Claim 8 (currently amended): The method according to Claim 1, wherein the status-to-weight 

2 ma pping is a ssiguul wuglUs and selected valuu are specified using a structured markup 

3 language. 

1 Claim 9 (original): The method according to Claim 8, wherein the structured markup language is 

2 Extensible Markup Language ("XML'O or a derivative thereof. 
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1 Claim 1 0 (currently amended): The method according to Claim 1 > wherein the statua-to-weigfrft 

2 ga pping and the narameta-to-routine mapping uaiuuqI w t ifehU, t he selected valuta, and th e 

3 identifications of the routines are specified using a structured markup language. 

1 Claim 1 1 (currently amended): The method according to Claim [[19]] 10, wherein the mqppfriRs 

2 specificati o ns are part of an installation object defined for the software product installation. 

1 Claim 1 2 (currently amended): The method according to Claim 1 , wherein the interrogating step 

2 further comprising comprises the step of transmitting a message to each of the potential target 

3 systems, wherein the message specifies the identified routines. 

1 Claim 13 (original): The method according to Claim 12, wherein the message is to be processed 

2 by an installation agent residing on each of the potential target systems. 

1 Claim 1 4 (original): The method according to Claim 12, further comprising the steps of: 

2 receiving the transmitted message at a particular one of the potential target systems; 

3 invoking the identified routines from the received message, thereby determining the status 

4 of each of the installation parameters for this particular potential target system; and 

5 jeturning the status of each of the installation parameters in a response message. 

1 Claim 1 5 (original): The method according to Claim 5, further comprising the step of using the 
Serial No. 10/084,032 -5- Docket RSW920010197US1 
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2 provided tanking, by the software installer, to select one or more of tbe potential target systems 

3 as one or more actual target systems for the software product installation. 

1 Claim 16 (original): The method according to Claim 15, further comprising the steps of: 

2 distributing a software installation package for the software product installation to each of 

3 the selected actual target systems; and 

4 performing the software product installation on the selected actual target systems. 

1 Claim 1 7 (original): The method according to Claim 12, wherein tbe specified routines in the 

2 transmitted message are encoded using a structured markup language. 



1 Claim 1 8 (original): The method according to Claim 1 4, wherein the status of each of the 

2 installation parameters in the response message is encoded using a structured markup language. 

1 Claim 1 9 (original): The method according to Claim 16, further comprising Ihe step of 

2 configuring the software installation package prior to operation of the distributing step. 

1 Claim 20 (original ): The method according to Claim 1 9, wherein the configuring step further 

2 comprises reflecting the status for at least one of the installation parameters in the configured 

3 software installation package. 

1 Claim 21 (currently amended): A system for improving installation of software packages, 

Serial No. 10/084,032 -6- Docket RSW920010197US1 
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2 comprising: 

3 means for determining a plurality of potential target systems on which the software 

4 product installation might be performed; 

5 means for dete rtntninp a plu rality of installation parameters associated with the software 

6 pi^rot installation; 

7 means for consulting a parameter-to-roiitine mapping that specifies, for e ach Qfjfrfi 

8 installation parameters, aiemotelv^xecutable routineJ fo r determining a status of the installation 

9 parameter at the potential target systems: 

I o means for programmaticall y ■ int e rrogating requesting each of the potential target systems 

II to execute the remotely-executable routine specified for its sta t us of each of onc-or more the 

12 installation parameters am j Lia l ul with a soil waic product installation, by iuvukuig, al each of 

13 th e po t en t ial laifett sys t ems, a luuliue which is identified fe i analyzing d mt installat ion parameter 

14 and return the determined status thereof; 

15 means for consulting a status-to-weig ht map ping that specifier for each of one or more 

16 potential values of the determined status of each of the installation parameter a wejRht value 

17 associated therewith: and 

18 means for computing a suitability assessment for each of the potent ial target systems by 

19 yimirjinp, ffr each of the pote ntial target systems, the weight value associated wfth.tfrfi 

20 d etermined status of each of the installation parameters usAm wiifchls which are assigned to each 

21 of o ne o r m o te sel t clul values of the out ui uxuj c imledlatiuu parameter*, iu combination with 

22 the selected valu e r and Uic sta t us of each o f the installation paramete r s, lu uimputc a sui t abili ty 

23 assessmen t fo r each of t he potential target systems . 
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1 Chum 22 (original): The system according to Claim 21, further comprising means for ranking 

2 the potential target systems according to their suitability assessments. 

1 Claim 23 (original): The system according to Claim 22, former comprising means for providing 

2 the ranking to a software installer. 

1 Claim 24 (currently amended): A computer program product for improving installation of 

2 software packages, the computer program product embodied on one or more computer-readable 

3 media and comprising: 

4 computer-readable program code means for determining a plurality of potential target 

5 systems on which the software product installation might be performed; 

6 computer-readable program code means for pTOgrammatically interrogating each of the 

7 potential target systems for its status of each of one o r m o re ajluralityjrf installation parameters 

8 associated with a software product installation, by invoking, at each of the potential target 

9 systems, a routine which '« identified in a parameter-to -routine mapping for analyzing that 

1 0 installation parameter; and 

1 1 computer-readable program code means for computing a suitability assessment for.gach, 

12 of the potential target svstf ^? ^TY ™"im ine. for each of the installation parameters, a weight 

13 associated with the status of the installat i on parameter for the potential target system, whereintbe 

14 weight is determined from a status-to-weight mapping that associates weights with usiiife weights 

15 which aiL argued to each of one or more selected values of the status one or more installation 

Serial No. 10/084,032 -8- Docket RSW920010197US1 
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16 parameters; in ouiubiiialiuu wiili die sel e cted valma and t he, slatm uf uidi uf fee in s tallati o n 

17 parameters; tu computi j, suitability as&i^m&nt foi each of t he puluilijl UigU .systems . 



Claim 25 (canceled) 

1 Claim 26 (original): The computer program product according to Claim 24, further comprising 

2 computer-readable program code means for ranking the potential target systems according to 

3 their suitability assessments. 



1 Claim 27 (original): The computer program product according to Claim 24, wherein the 

2 potential target systems are remotely-located 

1 Claim 28 (currently amended): A method of improving installation of software packages, 

2 comprising steps of: 

3 consulting a status-to-weight manning that assigns d&siminft a weight to each of one or 

4 more selected values corresponding to status of uue o v more each of a plurality of installation 

5 parameters associated with installation of a plurality of software products; 

6 determining a plurality of potential taiget systems on which the installation of the 

7 software products might be performed; 

8 consulting a nammeter-to-routitte manning tha t i dentifies Muilifi r inft a routine to analyze 

9 each of the installation parameters at the poten tial target systems: 

1 o programmatically interrogating each of the potential target systems for its status of each 
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11 of the installation parameters, using the routine identified rotrtines for each of the installation 

12 parameters; and 

13 com puting a suitability assessment for each o f t h e potential tarpet; systems by summing 

1 4 for each of the potential target systems, [[using]] the weigh! assigned wehjllU, ill umiliwiliuu 

15 fa **u < i ted u*1»ft« mJ to a value corresponding to the status of each of the installation 

16 parameters[[,]] t o iciupuli a Mu t abili t y a&w&mcnt Ru cadi uf the putmtial UugU systems . 
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